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Sam Hagan is no stranger to the grounds upon which the Atlanta Master Chorale performs.  Being one of

the first Black members of the Emory Glee Club, the rehearsal site was in the army barracks building that

was affectionately know as the TFAB (“Temporary Fine-Arts Building”) which was finally retired and

replaced by the magnificent Schwartz Center. He spent almost 3 decades juggling careers as a biology

and chemistry teacher at the Westminster Schools and Atlanta Metropolitan College and as a very active

church, synagogue, concert and opera singer, both at home and abroad.  Known especially for the

sensitivity of his vocal production, the past two decades have seen him focus completely on the most

visible aspect of his life, singing.

He has performed as a featured soloist with some of America's foremost orchestras and

conductors including the Atlanta Symphony, Cleveland, Cincinnati, and the Flagstaff Festival Orchestras,

and at the world-famous Spoleto (Charleston) Festival under such noted conductors as James Levine,

Lorin Maazel, Skitch Henderson, Louis Lane, and on numerous occasions with Robert Shaw. He has

studied with Metropolitan Opera baritone Timothy Nolen and Patricia Heuermann. He has been featured

in concert in England, Ireland, Germany, Austria, Spain and Italy (where he served as cantor for Mass at

St. Peter’s Basilica), Canada, and Mexico. He twice sang for Pope John Paul II, and he sang for the

inaugural ceremonies of President Jimmy Carter. He appeared as the Emperor in the Atlanta Opera’s

production of Turandot, and Peter in Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess.

Some of his title roles include Ferrando in Mozart’s Cosi  fan Tutte, Pinkerton in Puccini’s

Madama Butterfly, Alfredo in Strauss’s Die Fledermaus, Rudolfo in Puccini’s La Boheme, Sportin’ Life

in Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess, Hoffmann in Tales of Hoffmann,  numerous cantatas, the Passions of St.

Matthew and St. John, by J. S. Bach, Mendelssohn’s Elijah, the Reuiems of Verdi and Berlioz,

Bernstein’s Mass, Beethoven’s Missa Solemnis, Mahler’s Eighth Symphony, several masses and requiems

by Mozart, Schubert, Haydn and others, along withn numerous works by Handel, including Messiah and

Israel in Egypt.

For a number of years he appeared in the rousing review “An American Portrait,” a touring show
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which showcased American music of many genres and Sam’s crossover abilities, and has performed

numerous solo shows for seniors at retirement homes in the Atlanta area. For the past 20 years he has

served as staff cantor for St. Jude the Apostle Catholic Church in the suburban Atlanta city of Sandy

Springs.


